S.N. 10/774,832 



DOUGLAS L. SEVEY 



Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

0 application: 



J6 Listing of Claims : 

q 1 . (Currently Canceled) 

2. (Currently Amended) A system for mounting an accessory to a vehicle, 

comprising: 

a linkage arrangement * v * . 



an inner end and an outer end 



anaccessory \. , -the , . : , .\ . 

10 . . - . ■ , - • / , ■ : ; . ' . 

about a vertical - • axis./ ^ : \ c v .:. ,r\ /; ; :u " ^.v •; and 

a linkage mounting arrangement . . - : v :, -\ m 'v:\- /" the inner end- 

of the .-. . . \ . : v . wv^s the vehicle, v/vv'': •'^i: 

• ... :; ;i:v:/LV':;i; ;:v> i/iv^vi'linr Ui which tV i:::icr ciu: of each link 

15 > v : 

' ■ ■ ■ v:\ , -v:\ • ' . : : s ::\r. , '.v:s ::"v:;:: ': : v ; v : a:::':i : ;i\:s pi\nl 

• . \ t " > ,/ '■" , n,;:; , .. v t r- r;-in;:Cf^u::i! t';in.^tKiiv:tv\i atK* ^;TMH.,vti idc vertical 

movement of the " s ;: V. i'v \ ;v\ (it ;:vu!v:\ ;:rd llvrvh) ;h^ accessory. 

20 ' - ■■ ' . " -v : '•- -"v:: *^ : ' ; .-\ 

3. (Currently Amended) The ; v system of claim 2 , 

wherein the linkage mounting arrangement is constructed and arranged to enable the linkage 
arrangement and the accessory to be moved to either a first 

side of the vehicle or a second side of the vehicle. 
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The system of claim 2 , wherein 
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5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 4, wherein the v . * ■ r. hh; < 

; , t , ^ . ■ . ^ • • • : • >■ ■ , ; . •' ; v ■ • vi ;< ' : • ■ 1 » 'Villus \ 1 ■ \ V*i/; V:^' ;' \ 

6. (Currently Amended) The system of claim , wherein the vertical pivot 

bar, '. :o r.M. / -v.-ViMf.-vvi v: 

7. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 6, wherein the \ , . v\: pivot 

bar • >. : ; . * . a cylindrical sleeve h^fa>\c. una 

. - .-. ■ : > \* :^ ''via -; :\ir;i';!': ViV\ c tor ii^n ;\^v;^ ;;!v...l 'iv wrticiil n:\ 

8. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 , wherein the >. ;kv of 
linkage \ is mounted to the rear of the vehicle. 

9. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 , wherein the v ^ 
linkage is mounted to a side of the vehicle. 

10. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 2 , wherein the linkage 

arrangement 

toward position. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) The system of claim 10, 

a biasing member 

to bias the linkage arrangement toward position. 

12. (Currently Canceled) 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for mounting an accessory to a vehicle, 

comprising 

a linkage " ■■: : - \ v ' : ^ / ■ ' : ^ v v. - V v" < v 



.. a first, vertical axis . ^ . ; • • and a second, 

horizontal axis , wherein the first v/ > ; \ n defined by. 

pivot member v ^ 

> V ' v iiMin" avr;iv v ir.r rorncvlmii In ;i>c \ tl*i\::»r.i' 1 ; <^ 

14. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13, wherein the i i cr ciui* of 
• .-. ' : <-i'\ .v:i\v< v" %, "-'\\^: s d !n 'vv.v/l'v w Its! mvo;:i. pi\ ;>! nlatcs. unci 

* . second axis is defined by vertically aligned pivot pins ^lp..*' \\ : i: t pixo! plak: 
•"■ x • . v • • • - : ■ L i*;-,--! t : r '/« t ; ii^uiw t '"iu;r'vvi a^'a 1 ^*:' vcni. w herein the 

15. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 13, /, "v . v. - 

a biasing member - v ~ '*' v 

the linkage about the first 
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Q. 

O 

u 

Si 

Q 

g 
o 5 



16. (Currently Amended) A method of manicuring a lawn, comprising: 
driving a vehicle having a mowing system and an accessory mounting system 



10 



cutting vegetation with the mowing system; 

when an object is encountered, ■■ \:\ - ■■. 

mounting system ' 1 it- \ \ 



accessory 



15 



20 



directing the accessory toward the object ^ : 

• . \ ; v'\ J' ;. v\; and 

cutting vegetation surrounding the object i ^ '.n a ;; ; the accessory a:n 

17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, v 1 :>v inivniv?;. 



mi-i'' acLVssiw 4 ovva : rl and about 



further comprising :>v si! releasing the handle after using the accessory, and 

, „v— , ■ *>. to v.t- *i iKV/sMVv to if vVifa^^i^iv "a:>ai position i : ■ •.^cr the 



:1 VlVViS. 



directs the 
vehicle 



18. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the vehicle driver 
accessory toward the object while remaining in v ; a \, w 

19. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 16, wherein the vehicle driver 
exits the vehicle to direct the accessory toward the object. 
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20. (New) The system of claim 2, wherein the linkage mounting arrangement 
includes a vertical axis pivot connection to which the inner end of each link member is secured, 
wherein the vertical axis pivot connection provides pivoting movement of the link members 
about a second vertical pivot axis spaced inwardly from the first-mentioned vertical pivot axis. 

2 1 . (New) The system of claim 2 1 , wherein the accessory is interconnected 
with the vertical pivot member via an accessory mounting arrangement defining an inner end 
interconnected with the vertical pivot member and an outer end to which the accessory is 
secured, wherein the accessory is located outwardly of the vertical pivot axis. 

22. (New) The system of claim 13, wherein the accessory is mounted to the 
accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting arrangement that is pivotable about a 
third, generally vertical pivot axis defined by the accessory mounting member. 

23. (New) The system of claim 22, wherein the accessory is interconnected 
with the accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting arrangement defining an inner 
end interconnected with the accessory mounting member and an outer end to which the 
accessory is secured, wherein the accessory is located outwardly of the accessory mounting 

5 member. 

24. (New) The method of claim 16, wherein the accessory mounting system 
includes a vertical accessory mounting member that extends between the outer ends of the link 
members, and wherein the step of pivoting the trimming accessory about the outer vertical pivot 
axis is carried out by pivoting the accessory about the vertical accessory mounting member. 

25. (New) The method of claim 24, wherein the accessory is interconnected 
with the accessory mounting member via an accessory mounting arrangement defining an inner 
end interconnected with the accessory mounting member and an outer end to which the 
accessory is secured, wherein the accessory is located outwardly of the accessory mounting 

5 member, and wherein the step of directing the trimming accessory toward and around the object 
is carried out by moving the accessory mounting arrangement about the accessory mounting 
member. 
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